
This portrait is in the form of a short film of the thoughts on volunteering, as expressed by a selection of of 
festival volunteers. This is the transcript of the video.

“I’ve been with the festival since its formation, 25 years ago. It started as a tiny little festival and now it’s 
massive, so its quite rewarding to have seen it grow. I’ve been a volunteer in various capacities. We started  
off in the kitchen, when there were four of us doing all the catering, which was at that time a major source 
of income. I graduated from that to volunteer coordinator and I now I do all of the street activities – from 
road closures to bins, everything really.  Volunteering is just an essential thing – it’s an absolutely amazing 
experience. 

Tina Shaw, Long-time volunteer

“I get paid by my work to volunteer one day, once a year for one day, for a local charity, and Marsden Jazz 
Festival is the one I have chosen. Meeting and greeting the bands, setting up the stalls, setting up the 
chairs in the various venues, selling tickets at the box office, selling merchandise, general goffering. If it 
needs doing, I get to do it!”

Nick Walker, Corporate Volunteer

“I originally started partly because I wanted to do some volunteering because but also because I was 
considering moving to Marsden and I thought it was a good way of getting to know the village and getting to 
know what was on here.”

Alison Ryan,Volunteer Box Office Manager

“I live in the village. Somebody suggested I get involved in volunteering for the festival about 3 or 4 years 
ago and I’ve been doing it ever since. The more people that volunteer, the less work it would be for all of 
us, coz it’s quite a lot of work actually!”

Andy Cole,Volunteer Steward

“For the first three years I volunteered, I got to see some amazing gigs and meet some amazing people. 
For me the highlight of Marsden jazz festival is about the people.”

Susie Tibbetts, Volunteer Steward

“Late night spots at the mechanics are great, it does allow you to see people that you wouldn’t normally 
see, you probably wouldn’t choose to go to and overall, volunteering is a really good way to see the jazz 
festival.”

Louise Warwick, Volunteer Steward

“ There’s nothing greater than coming to a local community festival that is so well supported, and has such 
a diversity of music, and the people are great. It’s a lovely village, it’s a wonderful atmosphere and I’m 
going to keep on volunteering for as long as I can.”

Naeem Siraj, Volunteer Committee member
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